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On June 15, official international news service Prensa Latina reported that the National Assembly
will consider amendments to 34 of 52 articles of the consitition during a two-day session beginning
July 10. The amendments are aimed at expanding free market arrangements, while the one-party
system remains intact. The reforms, initially proposed during the IV Cuban Communist Party
Congress in 1991 and the previous session of the National Assembly in December, must be ratified
by at least two-thirds of the National Assembly's more than 400 members. Highlights of proposed
amendments are summarized below. * Direct election of provincial and national assembly members.
* Guarantees for foreign investment and joint foreign- domestic ventures. * Expand religious and
individual rights and freedoms. In this regard, the atheist nature of the state would be dropped.
* Introduction of mixed enterprises, or businesses co- owned by the government and private
individuals or companies. * Power to the chief of state to declare a state of emergency. * Creation
of regional defense councils to govern during war-time. * Remove references to the Soviet Union
and Cuban patriot Jose Marti. [Sources: Associated Press, Reuter, 06/15/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba),
06/15/92, 06/18/92]
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